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3Beautiful, but with serious safety issues



A Road Upgraded



Alignment of high-speed 4-lane highway 
deserves to be better; It could be much 
better with one mild curve



Pedestrians required to cross wide roads
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Unsafe Pedestrian Crosswalk



As a result of these problems 
in Infrastructure Development, 
Implementation & Operations, 

India loses heavily



Highways (NH, SH and Expressways) account for 2/3rd

of all accidents and fatalities in India

There is serious equity issue in relation to road safety, 
as more than 3/4th of all casualties from road crashes 
are to the vulnerable road users

WHO says “Life & Health cannot be exchanged with any 
other benefits” – even with better  accessibility & 
mobility

For systematically improving road safety a ‘Safe 
Systems Approach’ is required



Infrastructure Safety Insights Explorer by iRAP

INR 2,900 Crore/Day

Source: https://irap.org/safety-insights-explorer/

Annual Cost of Accidents  in India
INR 10,58,000 Crores/year

For India

Loss is >3% of GDP
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Money is going to be spent whether the roads 
are built safe or not……
India loses more than INR 10 lakh crores* every year through 
road crashes (i.e. road safety failures)

Many development programmes are deprived due to this 
loss

It is always desirable that
Build only safe & forgiving roads !!!!

Global Road Safety Facility  (GRSF) (Bloomberg 
Philanthropies) stated….

*Source: http://vaccinesforroads.org



Safe System Approach for 
Road Safety

All five ingredients:  Safe Road, Safe Vehicle, Safe Road User (Education), Enforcement, and 
Emergency Care (with overall Management) are MUST to realise the difference in Road Safety

Safer Speed



The Safe System Approach to Road 
Safety 

Source: Safer roads, safety Queensland. Queensland’s road safety strategy 2015-21. Department of Transport and Main Roads, 
Queensland Government, Australia, 2015. 



Safe Systems Approach
Source: EU

Road Safety Management 
Capacity



5 Es of Road Safety
(To better manage road safety  in any country)

Provide all elements of safe systems approach for road 
safety while developing/upgrading/operating the road

Five Pillars of Traffic System (Safe System)
• Engineering of roads
• Engineering of vehicles
• Education & Campaign
• Enforcement (24x7 enforcement)
• Emergency care

Together they provide results of Safe System of Traffic



 A Road Safety Board was recommended by Sunder Committee 
in 2007-08; It is not implemented till date; Cabinet has already 
approved it; It should be like a separate Ministry implementing 
Road Safety Programmes in the framework of Safe System, with 
independent budget line

 Everything for Road Safety is in different compartments 
(Ministries), who enjoy their freedom and independence

 There is no coordination of programmes in any manner among  
different Ministries (handling specific aspect of the 5 Es)

 There is no result oriented programme – Never questioned for 
the results/outcomes (these are only money spending 
programmes)

 All the money spent for Road Safety are going waste, without 
making any difference

Why Road Safety is not improving in India ?



Hundreds of such 
accidents occurred all 
over the country day 
after day; Nothing has 
changed till date. 
Exemplary 
punishment is 
required for the 
offender.

Times of India News: 24 Oct. 2024

2 killed and 1 Seriously 
Injured



 There is no Road Safety Management 
Capacity in the Government Ministries 
for planning, managing and 
implementing Road Safety Action Plan.

 It is unfortunate that Government has 
not made Road Safety as a PRIORITY 
in the country.

 IRF-India Chapter has prepared a 
detailed Road Safety Action Plan for 
the country based on the persisting 
problems; but the Government is not 
interested in it – as it appears

 Ministries are spending huge amount of 
money every year in Road Safety, in 
their own way, without any result 

Road Safety Action Plan picture



Recommendations for Achieving Better Road Safety 
in a Coordinated Way….

Desperate need of three things:
1. Road Safety Management Capacity



Desperate need of three things:
1. Road Safety Management Capacity

2.Road Safety Management 
Capacity

Recommendations for Achieving Better Road Safety 
in a Coordinated Way….
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Recommendations for Achieving Better Road Safety 
in a Coordinated Way….



Why WHO has limited success so far?

This is due to……
(i) lack of political wills and serious attentions;
(ii) inadequate funds;
(iii)huge shortages of genuinely and formally qualified 

professionals and engineers, exclusively and explicitly 
working on road safety

Road safety is extremely poor in most LMICs.



Namaste
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