Ms. Pooja Bajaj

Solo Motorcyclist, 4*4 Driver, TEDx speaker, Socio-
civic change maker (Road Safety), Lifethreatening
Accident Survivor)
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3engaluru: “I carry a battle
car on my collarbone which
ellsthetaleof my courageand
erseverance.” This sums up
hestory of professional biker
‘ooja Bajaj, who is a tad diffe-
ent from other women in her
2ague. The struggles associa-
2d with solo women drivers
side, Pooja battled a motorcy-
le crash and got back in the
addle for her next journey
15 26 days after undergoing a
iajor surgery.
A sports and fitness startup
atrepreneur, 34-year-old Pooja
arnt how to ride her father’s
hetak seooter at the age of 14.
1e rode her first bike at 16 and
nce then has been increasing
e weight and power of her
o-wheeler. .
The accident occurred in
neduringagroupridetoSpi-
Valley, Himachal Pradesh.
1 the 10th day (of the 12-day
pedition), Poojamet withthe
ash when thublﬁclnfmna|nf
changed lanes without in-
rmmn ‘;‘noja suffered multi-
ifractures in her clavicle bo-
and one of the fragments
~eated in thoracic region,

Thenearest hospital was 48 ho-
ursaway in Chandigarh, but it
took longer to reach there be-
cause of bad roads, landslides
and inclement weather.

Pooja finally had to travel
‘back to Bengaluru for her sur-
gery, which happened six days
after the accident when she li-
ved in intense pain. “The orde-
al was difficult and all my fri-
ends and relatives pleaded
with me to give up motor
sports. Yet, the only question
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brakes on her blklng dreams
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Chronicle

Pooja had always dreamed of taking on the Spiti
Valley Challenge and in June, embarked on a 12-

day expedition.

B Pooja Baja

Pooja Bajaj is one among a handful of women

solo bike riders in India. Fiery and bold, she
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Where there's a wheel'... She goes

where men fear to ride
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Riding high on passion :
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ROAD SAFETY AWARENESS



