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Department of 
Law

Road Traffic Legislation
▪ Study of Motor Vehicles laws/ Rules of various States within India
▪ Study of Motor Vehicles laws of various Countries
▪ Search of various Amendments of Supreme Court & High Court 
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Road Safety Court of Justice 
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Accident Investigation 

Why Investigate Road Accidents: What is the Basis ?

Is to complete a formality by writing a FIR?

Is it to gather basic data for NCRB/ MoRT&H? 

Is the priority to provide Compensation to the Victim?

Is it for Fault or Guilt Finding ?
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Who Investigates 
the Accident ?

Is this person or system accountable ?

Is he trained to do so ?

Does he understand the basis of 
investigation and the repercussions of his 
enquiry
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Can we compare 

Accident Investigation to  
Diagnosis of a disease ?
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What is Diagnosis? 

➢ The identification by the medical provider of a condition, disease, or injury made by

evaluating the symptoms and signs presented by a patient.

➢ The act or the process of identifying or determining the nature and cause of a disease or

injury through evaluation of patient history, examination, and review of laboratory data.
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Evidence

Do the Investigating Officer  understand the basis of forensic evidence?

Should He /She continue to work on presumptive evidence ?

Can evidence be corelated to a fact finding solution?

Do He /She understand the basics of forensic photography ?
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Evidence Vs. Diagnostics

•Can we compare

Evidence to 

Pathology or Diagnostics
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What is Diagnostics? 

➢ Diagnostics is defined as the identification of disease by the examination of symptoms

and signs and by other investigations an opinion or conclusion so reached.

➢ Through analysis of facts or problems in order to gain understanding and aid future

planning an opinion or conclusion reached through such analysis.
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Our 
Commitment 
Today 
हमारी
प्रतिबद्धिा
आज।

• That even one accidental 
death, is one too many

• यहाां िक कक एकआकस्ममक
मौि, एक बहुि अधधक है।
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Road Environment at the Crash site 
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Accident Location: Bajroli Pul, Theog Police Station (Shimla)
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Accident Location: Bajroli Pul, Theog Police Station (Shimla)
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Accident Location: Bajroli Pul, Theog Police Station (Shimla)

Towards Theog

Towards Chupal
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Potholes 

Accident Location: Bajroli Pul, Theog Police Station (Shimla)



W W W . I R T E . C O M
24

Potholes 

To Avoid Head-on
Collusion Bus Driver
Try to go on Left Side
and Suddenly Fall
Down

Accident Location: Bajroli Pul, Theog Police Station (Shimla)
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1,54,000 279,304 A

5,40,00 279,336,337,338



Forcing Guilt 297, 304A , 336, 337,338

Compensation Quantum

Case Closure, Data to the minimum
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Objectives of Crash Investigation

29

• What took place

• Why it happened ( Precipitating & Contributing factors)

• Why serious consequences

• How to prevent such accidents   in future

• How to prevent the  serious consequences in future
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ROAD PATHOLOGY 

(CRASHOLOGY)

• factual causes behind serious & 
fatal road crashes

• catalytic agents which are leading 
to unsafe roads 

• consequences of road crashes. 

PATHOLOGY

• cause/etiology, 

• mechanisms of development 
(pathogenesis), 

• structural alterations of cells 
(morphologic changes), and 

• the consequences of changes 
(clinical manifestations)

Human Disease Road Crashes

Diagnosis
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This Investigating 
Officer 

• Duty Needs to be Defined 

• Trained & Equipped to carry 
out his job with Responsibility 



Invoking 
Section 218 IPC

Public Servant Framing 
Incorrect Record or 

Writing with Intent to 
Save Person from 

Punishment or Property 
from Forfeiture

• Whoever being a Public Servant, and being 
as such public servant, charged with the 
preparation of any record or other writing, 
frames that record or writing in a manner, 
which he knows to be incorrect, with the 
interest to cause or knowing it to be likely 
that he will thereby 
cause……………………may extend  to three 
years…………
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Entire System of 
Accident Investigation 

• Needs Overhauling to be made 
Accountable

• Evidence Based : Fact Finding NOT 
Fault Finding

• Aimed at Prevention not only Support
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•Importance of Scientific Evidence Collection, 
Packaging and Correlation

Saving Lives & Injury is 
Paramount

No Compromise on Evidential 
Relevance
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26th Sep 2020

26th Sep 2020
28th Sep 2020

09th Oct. 2020
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Section 198A 

Failure to comply with 
standards for road 
design, construction and

maintenance.

(Motor Vehicles 
(Amendment) Act, 2019)

(2) Where failure on the part of the designated authority, contractor, consultant or

concessionaire responsible under sub-section (1) to comply with standards for road

design, construction and maintenance, results in death or disability, such authority or

contractor or concessionaire shall be punishable with a fine which may extend to one

lakh rupees and the same shall be paid to the Fund constituted under section 164B.



Need for Three Things

Capacity 
Building

Capacity 
Building

Capacity 
Building



Lets make Global Roads Accident-free,
Pollution-free and Stress-free, through

Education, Discipline, Research 
and Planning.

That's the Philosophy of IRTE,

a non-profit institution
for making people aware -

of the value of life,
so that happiness prevails!
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